EDISON  BROTHERS  STORES,  Inc 


March  21,  i960 


Mr.  A.  Kosoff 
P.O.Box  li£6 
Encino,  California 


Dear  Abe* 


I  understand  tthsat  you  have  the  Hydeman  co 


is  to  be  put  on  sale  and,  for  research  purpose s/SI  wWld 
greatly  appreciate  a  favor  from  yj) 15T*\  y 


I  am  sure  that  you  have  alrea 


graphed  and  would  like  very  sruch/xo  hafcre  bice  prints  of 
its  obverse  an  d  reverse  enlaS^pr^nt,  At  Possible. 


The  matter  which  1  am  most  in  teres  te^in,  however,  is  the 
edge  lettering.  I  wan^’^a^deternr^e  Vpw  this  edge  letter 
ing  was  put  on.  bou/xd  yotN^io  me  a\greb^i  favor  and  send 
me  the  coin  for  a  ?^ck/l\sia]Siiition  afclyk  will  return  it 
promptly.  I  have/ given  you  trSa  bene  fix  of  my  experience 
on  coins  you  were  unlferestedN^n  Celling  and  1  am  sure 
that  you  will  giveWtha  opportunity  of  doing  research 
on  coins  whieh  are  aVgut\to  pa^s  through  your  hands.  This 
is  the  '  *  h  oyr/res^<arch  clan  can  gather 

inform,  n"e  cooperation  of  dealers,  like 

yourse  V 

Kind© s  s. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  ME WHAN 


BrM/atb 


March  21,  I960 


Hr.  A.  Kosoff 

.0.  ;qx  use 

Encino,  California 

Dear  Abet 

I  understand  -fchsat  you  bavp  the  Hydeman  collection  which 
is  to  be  put  on  sale  and,  for  research  purposes,  I  would 
greatly  appreciate  a  favor  from  you. 

I  am  sure  that  you  have  already  had  the  I80ii  dollar  photo¬ 
graphed  aud  would  like  very  Much  to  have  nice  prints  of 
its  obverse  and  reverse  enlargement,  if  possible. 


the  natter  which  1  am  sioet  interested  in,  however,  is  the 
edge  lettering.  I  uant  to  ce  terrains  how  this  edge  letter¬ 
ing  was  put  on.  Ivould  you  do  me  a  great  favor  and  send 
»*  the  coin  for  a  quick  examination  and  X  will  return  it 
- ro  ;ptly •  I  have  given  you  the  benefit  of  my  experience 
on  coins  you  were  interested  in  selling  and  I  am  sure 
that  you  will  give  me  the  opportuni ty  of  doing  research 
on  co in 8  which  are  about  to  pass  through  your  hands.  This 
is  the  only  way  In  which  our  research  clan  can  gather 
information  -  through  the  cooperation  of  dealers,  like 


yourself. 

Kindest  personal  regards 


... 


Sincerely  yours. 


.  ,  -  “ 


h,  /atb 


jViiwutoncUbit 


P.  O.  BOX  456 


ENC1NO,  CALIFORNIA 


STate  4-5005 


March  28,  1960 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
Edison  Bros.  Stores  Inc. 

400  Washington  Av. 

St.  Louis  2r  Mo. 

Dear  Eric: 

Glad  to  have  your  letter  of  the  21st  and,  as  you  know,  I  will 
cooperate  in  any  way  possible,  at  any  time.  I  will  give  you 
the  photographs  of  the  Hydeman  Dollar  and  I  will  try  to  give 
you  whatever  information  you  want  on  the  edge  lettering.  You 
might  give  me  a  few  points  that  you  want  answered  and  I  will 
do  whatever  checking  is  required.  However,  it  will  be  a 
breach  of  promise  on  my  part  if  I  send  the  coin  out  to  you  — 

I  know  you  would  not  want  me  to  do  that.  Do  not  hesitate, 
however,  to  put  me  to  work  and  whatever  time  is  required  I 
will  give. 

Even  if  I  had  not  made  a  promise  in  this  matter,  I  would  not  be 
able  to  get  it  out  to  you.  At  this  moment  there  is  a  deal  in  the 
fire  and  it  may  break  at  any  moment  --  I  have  been  working  on 
it  for  months  and  it  seems  to  be  coming  to  a  head.  Of  course, 
delays  in  matters  of  this  kind  are  sometime  exasperating  and 
another  delay  might  be  before  me  but  I  must  hold  everything 

ready - I  am  sure  you  understand  my  position  on  both  points. 

Kindest  regards. 

Cordially, 


A  „  Kc 
AK:  d 


Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  Ass’n.  of  Professional  Numismatists 
American  Numismatic  Ass’n.,  American  Numismatic  Society,  etc. 


MEMBER 


March  30,  I960 


* 


I  ’ 


% 

A 


% 


Mr.  A.  Kosoff 
.0.3ox  h$6 
Encino,  California 

bear  Abe? 

Photographs  of  the  Hydeman  I80U  dollar  will  be  appreciated. 

We  would  like  to  have  the  following  questions  answered  so 
long  as  you  cannot  send  the  dollar  for  examination. 

Give  the  exact  edge  lettering  which  is  readable,  indi¬ 
cating  any  letters  which  are  crushed,  repeated,  ate. 

Compare  the  edge  lettering  to  a  standard  silver  dollar 
of  1798-1803  and  see  whether  there  are  any  differences 
in  the  edge  letters,  in  their  spacing,  or  otherwise. 

Determine  the  exaot  juxtaposition  between  the  obverse?  and 
the  reverse.  In  other  words,  irt  us  know  what  part  of  the 
obverse  is  opposite  the  center  point  of  the  eagle* s  tail 
on  the  reverse.  These  coins  do  not  upset  exactly  180° 
and  you  can  tell  us  what  part  of  what  letter  on  the 
obverse  is  opposite  the  center  of  the  eagle’s  tail. 

lease  tell  us  the  extent  of  the  concavity  aa  most  of 
these  dollars  are  buckled. 

‘lease  state  whether  the  edge  lettering  is  right  side 
up  if  the  obverse  is  on  top  or  if  the  reverse  is  on 
top. 

Since  the  answers  to  these  questions  can  be  promptly  given, 

I  will  not  ask  you  any  further  questions  until  I  hear  from 
you . 

Tour  cooperation  is  very  much  appreciated. 

Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P. HE WHAN 


EPk/atb 


March  30f  I960 


Mr. A.  Kosoff 
P.O.Box 

Encino,  California 
Bear  Abe  s 

Photographs  of  the  Hyderaan  l80i*  dollar  will  be  appreciated. 

We  would  like  to  have  the  following  questions  answered  so 
long  as  you  cannot  send  the  dollar  for  examination. 

Give  the  exact  edge  lettering  which  is  readable,  indi¬ 
cating  any  letters  which  are  crushed,  repeated,  ^tc. 

Compare  the  edge  lettering  to  a  standard  silver  dollar 
of  1798-1803  and  see  whether  there  are  any  differences 
in  the  edge  letters,  ir  their  spacing,  or  otherwise. 

Determine  the  exact  juxtaposition  between  the  obverse  and 
the  reverse.  In  other  words,  let  us  know  what  part  of  the 
obverse  is  opposite  the  center  point  of  the  eagle* s  tail 
on  the  reverse.  These  coins  do  not  upset  exactly  180° 
and  you  can  tell  us  what  part  of  what  letter  on  the 
obverse  is  opposite  the  center  of  the  eagle* s  tail. 

Please  tell  us  the  extent  of  the  concavity  as  most  of 
these  dollars  are  buckled. 

Please  state  whether  the  edge  lettering  is  right  side 
up  if  the  obverse  is  on  top  or  if  the  reverse  is  on 

top. 

Since  the  answers  to  these  questions  can  be  promptly  given, 

I  will  not  ask  you  any  further  questions  until  I  hear  from 
you. 

Yur  cooperation  is  very  much  appreciated. 

Sincerely  yours. 


EPH/atb 


ERIC  P.NBWMAH 


o  > 


SENDERl  Write  (or  type)  message,  pull  out  yellow  sheet,  mail  the  other  two. 


SIGNED: 


SENDER:  MAIL  RECIPIENT  WHITE  AND  PINK  SHEETS 


RECIPIENT:  WRITE  REPLY.  RETURN  WHITE  TO  SENDER.  KEEP  THIS  PINK  COPY. 
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/  ob 


SINCE  1929 


A.  KOSOff  matiU 


P.  O.  BOX  456  «  ENCINO,  CALIFORNIA 

®  STate  4-5005 


April  1 1 ,  1960 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
400  Washington  Av. 

St.  Louis  2  ,  Mo. 

Dear  Eric: 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  8th.  Now  I'm  wondering  whether 
I  sent  the  right  photographs  or  not.  I  took  them  out  of  a 
file  in  which  I  have  assorted  the  various  different  denomina¬ 
tions  and  I  was  certain  because  of  the  little  numbers  that 
these  were  the  items  you  wanted. 

Of  course ,  the  coin  itself  is  the  Idler  Piece  out  of  the 
Will  W.  Neil  Sale  (lot  31)  and  has  been  photographed  and 
illustrated  so  many  times  that  I'm  not  as  disturbed  as  I  other¬ 
wise  might  have  been  --  however,  I'll  get  down  to  the  vault 
in  a  day  or  two  and  check  more  thoroughly.  I  wish  there  were 
a  few  more  hours  in  the  day  but  this  is  something  I  must  get 
to  soon.  I'll  write  you  further. 


MEMBER 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  Ass’n.  of  Professional  Numismatists. 
American  Numismatic  Ass’n.,  American  Numismatic  Society,  etc. 


April  13,  I960 


A r*  A.  Kosoff 
;  ,0#Box  U; 6 
Sncino,  California 

Dear  Abe  : 

The  pictures  of  the  coir,  you  sent  trie  are,  as  you 
obviously  realise,  those  of  an  alteration  and  X 
was  afraid  that  there  night  have  been  a  switch 
of  coins  soraehvere  in  the  past.  I  an  sorcewhat 
relieved  that  you  took  th^se  pictures  out  of 
your  file  and  that  they  are  not  necessarily  the 
Idler  which  is  in  your  vault, 

I  would  very  T.iuch  like  to  have  a  photograph  of 
the  Idler  coin  itself.  *on*t  you.  do  ne  that 
favor  as  I  arc  sure  you  src  going  to  take  a  picture 

of  it. 


Cordially  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NE“*MAM 


¥>  7a  tb 
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WINTERTHUR  (JORPO RATION 
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H  IUIAX  9.  ROTTER  SECRETARY 


LAX  MOT  ov  PONT  COPELAND-,  PRESIDENT 
AJLFWEB  C  HARRISON,  VICE  PRESIDENT  ym 

A  I.FHKD  B,  BISSELL,  TREASURER 

'  -  - 
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v;  . 

Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
400  Washington.  Avenue 
St.  Douis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Mr.  Newmae* 


June  h  (?M 

y  %w. :  '••  V 

'  t.-.\ 


\  ■■ 

: 

■■  i* .  AA 

•  ?At  ’  " 


V®:  " 

A 


4(!>  ’  ’  ' 


I  HF  HENRY  FRANCIS  du  PONT 
WINTERTHUR  MUSEUM 

<  L  MONfCKJMERT,  DIRECTOR 


Mr.  Montgomery  has  forwarded  me  your  letter 
of  May  12th  regarding  the  1804  dollar  which  belonged  to  my 
late  Uncle,  Lammot  du  Pont.  I  have  never  seen  the  dollar,  but 
I  believe  it  is  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Mr.  Willis  du  Pont, 


whose  address  is:  3XM)1  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Wilmington  6, 
Deia.  t<> 


*  vr 


You  can  address  Mr.  du  Pont  at  the  above  address 
but  you  may  experience  some  delay**  receiving  an  answer  as  I 
have  a  feeling  that  he  is  in  Europe.  However,  I  may  be  wrong. 


‘  y  -» 


Sincerely, 


LduPCrbl 


EDISON  BROTHERS  STORES,  Inc 


June  6.  I960 


Mr.  Willie  du  Pont 
3001  ■f'enn sylvahia  Avenue 
Wilmington  6, Delaware 

Dear  Mr.  du  Pont: 

I  inquired  from  the  Vintert, 
member  of  your  family  now 
Dollar  which  waa  in  tne  co 
Mr.  Lammot  Copeland  was  kind' 
he  believed  the  ooin  w&s  in 


I  am  interested  i 
coin  and  also  0 
lettering  on  it 
book  I  and  seve 
history  of  the  1 
this  coin  about  19 


on  as  to  which 
nileu  States 
ammot  du  ont. 
o  advise  me  that 

'esession  . 


g  a  phOstogNiph  of  this 

certuiX^de  tail  a  a  to  the 
in  connection  with  a 
iting  concerting  the 
ur  father  acquired 
me  s  i’en  Eyck  collection, 


My  hobjafy  lmppebs  to  be\rosea'rch  anc'  writing  on  early 

American  /Cumncx  and  ootTfage  and  I  would  be  very 
appreciative  f qr  cooperation  in  connection  with 

thisVrar*  coin  w^icrv  you  have. 

I  look  Torihird  t6  hearing  from  you  at  your  convenience 
and  will  V«  g*4te£cl  for  your  helpfulness. 


Sincerely  yours. 


BPN/atb 


BHIC  P.  NEWMAN 


bo 

Mr*  Kenneth  Breaaett 


ENCINO,  CALIFORNIA 


SINCE  1929 


A.  KOSOFF 


P.  O.  BOX  456 


•  STate  4-5005 


December  30/  1960 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

I  promised  this  to  you  a  long  time  ago  and  it's  been  a  long 
time  coming ! 

The  enclosed  photographs  were  supplied  to  me  only  now  — 
they  are  from  the  Dupont  coins  and  make  whatever  use  of  them 
you  see  fit. 

I  hope  you  and  yours  will  have  a  very  Healthy  and  Happy  1961. 


MEMBER 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  Ass’n.  of  Professional  Numismatists, 
American  Numismatic  Ass’n.,  American  Numismatic  Society,  etc. 


EDISON  BROTHERS  STORES  INC. 

i  «,  i  i  u  ii  v  t  on  icts  <100  Washington  AVf  .  s  r  i  our,  /  mo 


t  N  i  (  P  N  t  W  M  A  N 

am-  •  *  m  vi  I  PHI  BIOL  NT 
ANI‘  •»  I  i  HI  I  All  V 


January  ii  ,  1961 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Co. 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken  : 

I  have  not  been  able  to  do  anything  on  the  1 8 0 hi  dollar 
matter  for  the  last  month  or  so  and  hope  to  begin 
again  very  shortly. 

I  just  received  a  letter  from  Abe  Kosoff  enclosing 
photographs  of  what  he  terms  as  the  two  DuPont  l8oh 
dollars.  One  is  a  badly  worn  type  3  and  the  other 
is  an  uncirculated  type  1.  Does  this  mean  that  the 
DuPonts  have  bought  his  Hydeman  specimen? 

I  am  now  in  a  position  to  write  him  and  ask  him  for 
the  weight  of  the  one  coin  but  wanted  to  hear  from 
you  immediately  as  to  whether  you  know  how  the  DuPonts 
got  the  second  specimen.  I  will  await  thanking 
Kosoff  until  hearing  from  you  but  wanted  to  write  to 
you  immediately  before  I  even  checked  into  the  matter 
myself. 


Sincerely  yours, 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


January  U,  1961 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Co. 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken  i 

I  have  not  been  able  to  do  anything  on  the  1801*  dollar 
matter  for  the  last  month  or  so  and  hope  to  begin 
again  very  shortly. 

I  3ust  received  a  letter  from  Abe  Kosoff  enclosing 
photographs  of  what  he  terms  as  the  two  DuPont  l90l* 
dollars.  One  is  a  badly  worn  uype  3  and  the  other 
is  an  uncirculated  type  1.  Does  this  mean  that  the 
DuPonts  have  bought  his  Hydeman  specimen? 

I  am  now  in  a  position  to  write  him  and  a3k  him  for 
the  weight  of  the  one  coin  but  wanted  to  hear  from 
you  immediately  as  to  whether  you  know  how  the  DuPonts 
got  the  second  specimen.  I  will  await  thanking 
Kosoff  until  hearing  from  you  but  wanted  to  write  to 
you  immediately  before  I  even  checked  into  the  matter 
myself. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


January  6,  1961 


Mr.  Aria  P.  Newman 
6450  CmU  Avenue 
St*  Louis  5#  MUMffl 

Owr  Krloi 

X  am  happy  to  learn  that  you  arm  ready  to  oat  atartad  once  again 
on  tha  l£o4  dollar  hook.  This  haa  hean  dragging  on  for  a  long  tima 
now  and  X  am  quite  anxioua  to  finiah  it  up  for  faar  that  if  it  gata 
boggad  down  now,  it  will  newer  he  completed. 

X  can  only  guana  that  the  two  photograph*  that  Aba  Koaoff  sent  to 
ua  have  bean  transposed.  The  Duponts  own  two  specimens,  an  "original* 
and  a  "re strike",  hut  it  is  tha  type  X  coin  that  is  particularly  worn 
and  not  tha  type  XX  coin. 

These  are  tha  two  specimens  that  the  DuPont*  owns  Tha  Cohen  Specimen. 
Claaa  I,  Vary  Pine  with  numerous  nicks  and  scratches .  410.75  gr. 

This  is  the  Cnhani4b&M*s-Fariotles.4ilbiBQgc~MM>aii^^  coin 

acquired  in  1922.  Their  other  1004  dollar  la  the  Idnderaan  Specimen. 
Class  XU,  Proof,  weight  unknown.  This  is  the  Llndcman-Ttn  %ck~ 

DuPont  coin  also  acquired  by  that  In  1922. 

r  .)  ■  ■  •  ''  ’’N }  •  < 

X  do  not  believe  that  Koaoff  haa  sold  the  tydeman  Specimen  yet.  (See 
hie  advertisements)  •  This  la  a  Claaa  XXX  coin,  Sxtj-emely  Pina  con¬ 
dition,  411  gr.  It  is  the  Idler-Orahherg-Atwater-Neil-^ydeiaan  piece. 

X  am  happy  to  know  that  you  have  photographs  of  both  of  tha  DuPont  coins, 
since  X  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  picture  of  the  Linderman  coin.* 
Please  keep  in  touch  with  me  and  let1#  keep  the  ball  rolling  on  tha  X3o4 
book. 

w  *«ever 

■ever, 


Ken  Breaaett 
Numismatic  Mi  tor 
WHITMAN  PUBLISHED  COMPANY 

KESljea 
AIR  MAIL 


I'  II  II  L  I  S  H  I  IN  (J 


Whitman 

i:  II  W  r  .4  IN  V  •  I  2  2  II  M  II  II  IN  II  HENUf,  IIH'INE,  W  /  S  I!  II  N  S  I  IN 

DIVISION  OF  WESTERN  PRINTING  AND  LITHOGRAPHING  COMPANY 

January  6,  19  6l 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5j  Missouri 

Dear  Eric : 

I  am  happy  to  learn  that  you  are  ready  to  get  started  once  again 
on  the  1804  dollar  book.  This  has  been  dragging  on  for  a  long  time 
now  and  I  am  quite  anxious  to  finish  it  up  for  fear  that  if  it  gets 
bogged  down  now,  it  will  never  be  completed. 

I  can  only  guess  that  the  two  photographs  that  Abe  Kosoff  sent  to 
us  have  been  transposed.  The  Duponts  own  two  specimens,  an  "original" 
and  a  "restrike",  but  it  is  the  Type  I  coin  that  is  particularly  worn 
and  not  the  Type  II  coin. 

These  are  the  two  specimens  that  the  DuPonts  own:  The  Cohen  Specimen. 
Class  I,  Very  Fine  with  numerous  nicks  and  scratches.  410.75  gr. 

This  is  the  Cohen-Adams -Parmelee - Wetmore -Manning-Sear  s -DuPont  coin 
acquired  in  1922.  Their  other  1804  dollar  is  the  Linderman  Specimen. 
Class  III,  Proof,  weight  unknown.  This  is  the  Linderman-Ten  Eyck- 
DuPont  coin  also  acquired  by  them  in  1922. 

I  do  not  believe  that  Kosoff  has  sold  the  Hydeman  Specimen  yet.  (See 
his  advertisements).  This  is  a  Class  III  coin,  Extremely  Fine  con¬ 
dition,  4ll  gr.  It  is  the  Idler -Granberg-Atwater-Neil-Hydeman  piece. 

I  am  happy  to  know  that  you  have  photographs  of  both  of  the  DuPont  coins, 
since  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  picture  of  the  Linderman  coin. 
Please  keep  in  touch  with  me  and  let’s  keep  the  ball  rolling  on  the  1804 
book. 


’ sever, 


Ken  Bressett 

Numismatic  Editor 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

KEB:jam 
AIR  MAIL 


January  6,  1961 


Hr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Go. 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Raoine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

I  had  a  chance  to  check,  last  night,  and  I  found 
that  the  pictures  received  from  Kosoff  were  the 
Cohen  and  Linderraan  specimens  which  are  owned  by 
the  Du  Fonts.  My  comment  with  respect  to  the 
Hydeman  coin  is,  of  course,  anerror.  I  believe 
you  want  the  weight  of  the  Linderman  specimen  and 
I  am  writing  Kosoff  for  it. 

I  have  not  forgotten  the  desirability  of  a  visit 
from  you  and  will  plan  it  as  soon  as  I  am  slightly 
farther  along  in  my  work. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/otb 


January  6,  1961 


Hr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Co. 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken* 

I  had  a  chance  to  check,  last  night,  and  I  found 
that  the  pictures  received  from  Kosoff  were  the 
Cohen  and  Linderraan  specimens  which  are  owned  by 
the  Du  Fonts.  My  comment  with  respect  to  the 
Hydeman  coin  is,  of  course,  anerror.  I  believe 
you  want  the  weight  of  the  Linderman  specimen  and 
I  an  writing  Kosoff  for  it. 

I  have  not  forgotten  the  desirability  of  a  visit 
from  you  and  will  plan  it  as  soon  as  I  am  slightly 
farther  along  in  my  work. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWHAM 


r;  N/a  tb 


January  6,  1961 


Mr.  A.  Kosoff 
P.O.Box  U*>6 
Encino,  California 

Dear  Abe: 

Thank  you,  very  much,  for  the  pictures  of  the  two 
DuPont  1801*  dollars.  Since  they  have  never  answered 
my  letters,  I  wonder  if  it  is  possible  for  you  to 
write  them  to  get  the  weight  of  the  Linderman  specimen. 

I  would  also  very  much  like  to  have  another  set  of 
the  pictures  or  perhaps  the  original  picture,  even 
on  loan,  temporarily,  as  the  pictures  you  sent  me 
seem  to  be  pictures  of  pictures  and  one  of  them  even 
has  a  hair  which  became  part  of  the  photograph.  I 
am  not  complaining  but  since  these  are  for  publi¬ 
cation  I  would  like  them  to  be  as  complimentary  as 
possible.  Please  let  me  have  your  usual  cooperation. 

A  Very  Happy  New  Tear  to  you  and  your  family. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC  P.  NEWHAM 


EPN/atb 


VTkmo  J'horrL  — 


A.  KOSOFF 


P.0.  Box  456  —  Encino,  California 


January  9,  1961 

Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
400  Washington  Av. 

St.  Louis  2,  Mo. 

Dear  Eric: 

I  have  your  letter  of  January  6th  —  wish  I 
could  oblige.  It's  very  difficult  to  get 
these  as  the  coins  are  stored  away. 

I'll  try  but  cannot  promise  positive  results. 

Happy  New  Year! 

Cordially  , 


AK:cl 


OFFICERS 


DR.  CALVERT  L.  EMMONS 
President  Emeritus 
203-206  Emmons  Bldg. 
Ontario,  California 


ADDRESS  REPLY  TO 

CHARLES  M.  JOHNSON 
3521  Vista  St. 

Lon*  Beach  3.  Calif. 

February  1,  1961 


HERBERT  M.  BERGEN 
President 

604  No.  Spadra  Rd. 
Fullerton,  Californio 


MRS.  JOHN  E.  OHLS 
Vice-President 
1519-  39th  Ave. 

San  Francisco  22,  Californio 


Mr.  Kenneth  F.  Bressett 
1220  Monnd  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Mr.  Bressett: 


WINN  OSBORNE 
Secretory 

440  Via  Val  Verde 
Montebello,  California 


T.  KIRK  HILL 
Treasurer 

Trail's  End,  Route  1 
la  Verne,  California 


STEWART  J.  BINOHAM 
Librarian 
533  East  Longden 
Arcadia,  California 


Replying  to  your  letter  of  January  26th,  I 
contacted  A.  Koseff,  who  supplied  us  with  the 

Sioture  or  cut  used  for  the  1804  dollar  in 
alcoin  News.  He  stated  that  he  will  send  you 
a  out  or  pioture.  From  the  conversation,  he 
tells  me  that  this  was  an  old  Max  Mehl  item, 
whioh  he  aoquired  with  other  Max  Mehl  material. 


ERICH  WERLING 

Curator-Historian 
1  856  -  66th  Avenue 
Oakland,  California 


You  should  hear  from  him  shortly.  If  not 
you  can  contact  him  directly. 


o 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

HARRY  S.  DAVIDSON 
2960  The  Mall 
Los  Angeles  23,  California 


CLIFF  LISS 

310  Arbollo  Drive,  Apt.  7M 
San  Francisco,  California 


DR.  CURTIS  PAXMAN 

13307  San  Antonio  Drive 
Norwalk,  California 


NORMAN  F.  PRUITT 

3052  W.  Mendocino 
Stockton  4,  Californio 


DAN  HARLEY 

2129  Arroyo  Drive 
Pomona,  California 


CHARLES  V.  KAPPEN 

2201  Peachtree  Lane 
San  Jose  28,  California 


Volume  HI  and  IV  of  the  reprints  arrived 
yesterday,  and  I  have  made  a  preliminary  trip 
through  them.  They  look  good  and  Whitman  has 
done  a  fine  job  in  putting  the  material  together. 
The  book  on  anoient  coins  is  a  gem,  and  I  believe 
the  one  I  like  best  of  all  four.  I  hope  they  will 
all  sell  well  and  go  through  several  printings. 


OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION 
CALCOIN  NEWS 

Charles  V.  Kappen,  Editor 
2201  Peachtree  Lane 
San  Jose  28,  Californio 


Charles  M.  Johnson,  Asst.  Editor 
3521  Vista  Street 
Long  Beach  3,  California 


Dorothy  E.  Beaulieu,  Asst.  Editor 
785  Harding  Ave. 

San  Jose  26,  California 


A.  KOSOff  vfyunuAnurtiU 


P.  O.  BOX  k'jU 


L!NCIN(  >,  (  AUI-'ORNIA 


f  a  r  t  4-50C 


February  20 ,  1961 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Co. 

Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

I  understand  you  want  a  cut  of  the  1804  Dollar. 

If  you  don't  need  it  right  away,  may  I  suggest  waiting  for 
the  one  which  is  in  the  catalogue  and  which  will  be  returned 

to  me  about  the  15th  of  March - after  the  special  edition 

has  been  run.  If  you  need  it  sooner,  I  may  have  a  duplicate 
cut  altho'  I  don't  think  I  have  any  that  are  as  nice  as  the  one 
in  the  catalogue. 

Please  advise. 

Cordially, 

i.  I 

A.  Kosoff 
AK:cl 


MEMBER 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  / Iss'n .  of  Professional  Numismatists, 
American  Numismatic  Ass’n.,  American  Numismatic  Society,  etc. 


February  2lj,  1961 


Mr.  Abe  Kosoff 
F.  0.  Box  U£6 
Enoino,  California 

Dear  Abet 

Many  thanks  for  your  recent  letter  and  for  your  kind 
offer  to  send  the  cut  of  the  l80i4  silver  dollar. 

I  moat  oertalnly  would  be  happy  to  have  this  as  soon 
as  you  are  finished  with  it.  There  is  no  need  to  rush 
about  this,  however,  sinoe  our  proposed  book  on  the 
subject  is  still  a  long  way  from  completion. 

Kindest  personal  regards. 

Sincerely, 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


KEBi Jam 


Ken  Bresaett 
Numismatic  Editor 


mcm*u  ar  AMiaiMN  Nummmavii 
AaaaeiATioM  Ma. 


AMtl 


NimiaMATia  ••••«▼> 


MBMaaa  ar 

cos  AaacLca  Obim  Oiua 
ORANat  oauwrv  osim  out! 
•am  •AaaiKk.  vallsv  OaiM  ouia 
mbmtsocv  Saak  ooim  Ouia 
COM  atom  oatN  Cuia 
MuMiaMAno  AaaoatAnaM 
ar  ■awTMsaa  OAuraaaM 


M.  H.  BOLENDER 

NUMfSMAnST 

MAU9I  M  ME  COIMAND MONEY 
6  . 

*.O.Sm* 

IAN  MtfMGt  CAlf. 


Mawacs  ar 


July  12,  1961 


Mr.  Sr lo  P.  Itmn, 
6450  Cecil  Awe., 

St.  Louis  5,  Mo., 

Dear  Mr.  Newman: 


Now  I  have  had  time  to  re-study  the  oolns  based 
on  your  findings,  as  reported  to  me  In  tout  kind  letter  of  July  6. 
Checking  the  other  stars  that  were  not  "mowed11  with  their  relative 
positions  with  the  dent io lee,  ol inched  your  findings,  and  I  agree 
with  you.  The  "mowed  stars"  and  other  olewer  and  exeellent  tool 
work  were  too  much  for  me,  and  I  admit  my  short-comings,  and  fault. 
The  reports  from  the  New  fork  testing  laboratories,  the  microscope 
examinations,  and  the  metallographlo  examinations  that  I  accepted 
also-  threw  me  oft  guard,  as  to,  the  altered  date** etc,  Bu£  from  the 
beginning  I  was  entirely  eusplelemt  of*  both  oolns  and  thought  they 
must  be  false.  When  I  finally  could  find  nothing  wrong  with  them 
,  and  the  ebwerae  dies  did  not  compare  in  appearance  with  the  others 
known,  beoause  of  star  positions.  I  was  at  an  end.  Now  I  am  glad 
indeed  that  you  came  along,  to  the  rescue.  You  are  a  wonderful 
numismatist,  wham  I  have  known  a  long  time,  reading  some  of  your 
learned  articles  on  oolns.  Mere  than  that,  you  are  a  gentleman, 
and  your  letters-  indicate  that  too.  Z  am  slneoroly  sorry  for 
where  I  felled.  I  have  been  wrong  spantlmes  before  in  my  life. 

But  life  is  much,  much  too  short  to  worry  shout  that,  in  any 
circumstance.  All  of  us  have  a  very  short  time  remaining  on 
this  earth,  when  we  think  of  the* world • s  future  years  ahead,  and  we 
must  all  strive  for  what  is  right,  and  Just,  and  fair,  and 
for  upright  living. 

I  plan  to  attend  the  Atlanta  convention,  and  will  be 
hopeful  of  meeting  you  there  for  a  visit.  And  most  of  ell,  I  went  to 
heer  your  paper,  at  the  educational  meeting,  end  eepeolally  whet  you 
have  gathered  on  the  eubjeot  of  the  1604  dollars  that  are  known. 

I  haws  written  \  also  'be  the.,  Op  the  inert  to-day,  of  my  agreement  with 
your  findings,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  termer. 

b.xp  indeed.  "  ,*« 


t.  S  Bo  lender 


WHITMAN 

PUBLISHING 

COMPANY 


u.s.  OAT.  OFr- 

Subsidiary  of  Western  Publishing  Company ,  Inc. 


12  2  0  MOUND  AVENUE 


RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


October  27 ,  1961 


Dear  Eric: 

I  have  examined  the  photograph  of  the  1804  50^  in  the  Winslow- 

Lewis  Sale.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  same  coin  that  you  now  own. 

In  the  H.  G.  Brown  Collection  catalog  by  Lyman  H.  Low,  October 

11,  1904,  he  tells  about  the  4  on  the  1804  dollar  being  unlike 

the  1  in  the  date  because  it  does  not  have  the  proper  base. 

His  opinion  was  that  this  indicated  two  persons  had  worked  on 
the  dies.  He  pointed  to  this  feature  as  being  one  of  the  points 
for  recognizing  a  genuine  1804  dollar.  Of  course  he  did  not 
realize  the  significance  of  what  he  was  looking  at.  He,  however, 
is  the  first  person  to  note  this  difference. 

If  you  have  not  already  seen  the  ANS  monograph  No.  95  SILVER 
DOLLARS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA  by  Arthur  D.  Mcllvaine, 
you  should  see  it.  Nothing  important  in  here  but  he  does  say 
many  things  that  indicate  what  the  total  amount  of  knowledge 
was  concerning  these  coins  in  1941. 

Also  be  sure  to  read  Walter  Breen *s  article  in  the  Coin  Collectors 
Journal,  March-April,  1951  *  covering  his  research  in  the  Archives 
pertaining  to  the  1804  dollars.  Much  of  his  information  was  first 
published  here. 

The  pictures  of  the  DuPont  specimen  turned  out  fairly  well.  I 
am  enclosing  them  with  this  letter  as  well  as  your  original 
photo  and  your  negatives  of  the  1804  half  dollar.  Prints  of 
the  half  dollar  are  not  very  good,  but  the  best  that  could  be 
obtained  by  contact  printing.  I  do  not  have  prints  of  the  film 
that  we  showed.  Will  send  these  to  you  as  soon  as  they  are 
finished.  r//cvr" 

This  completes  all  of  the  bits  of  information  that  I  promised 
to  pick  out  for  you.  I  will  now  start  in  earnest  on  the  various 
chapters  that  were  assigned  to  me. 


1  sever 


KEB: jam 
end . 


Ken  Bressett 

Numismatic  Editor 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


ttowaribar  14,  1961 


t - 


Nr.  At*  lot  of  I 
f.  ©„  Box  456 
Xaclno,  California 

Bmt  Abas 

X  Juat  ml  your  aitlcla  'Monty  Talks"  lit  tha  latest 
edition  or  your  90JX  BUJAzm. 

X  *»  null  to  aea  your  statement  that  y.  C,  C.  Boyd 
one*  ownaS  a  apoeinort  of  tho  1804  dollar.  X  have  triad 
aarleualy  to  ktap  datallad  records  of  or  ary  aala  of 
♦very  known  speelnan  of  tha  1804  dollars,  tut  say*,  found 

no  mention  of  Boyd  ever  owning  *  plaeo. 

Would  you  ta  kind  aneugh  to  supply  m*  with  tha  datalls 
of  uhl oh  apeclnen  he  owned,  vhen  and  to  *ho»  It  waa 
aold.  X  will  ta  wary  wueh  lndette*  to  you  for  helping 
»*  naka  aar  raearda  aa  accurate  aa  possible. 

Slnearaly, 

WBXTMAB  KSU3HXK0  COMPANY 


KKBs Jan 


Kenneth  Z.  Braaaatt 
KuaUftitic  Bdltor 


fl.  KOSOFF  iAu*n46  rrvaUU 


P.  O.  BOX  456 


ENCINO,  CALIFORNIA 


STat 


November  29,  1961 


Mr.  Kenneth  E.  Breseett 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

Regarding  your  letter  of  November  14th  in  which  you  refer  to  my  state¬ 
ment  In  the  Coin  Bulletin  that  Fred  Boyd  once  owned  a  specimen  of  the 
1904  Dollar,  be  assured  that  if  I  say  so,  It  is  so,  and  I  did  sell  it  for 
him - so  that’s  that. 

As  far  as  the  information  which  you  seek  is  concerned,  Fred  never  was 
100%  certain  but  it  was  his  opinion  that  this  specimen  came  from  a 
Lyman,  H,  Lowe,  I  know  where  it  went  to  and  the  party’s  name  is 
Percy  A.  Smith,  whose  collection  was  subsequently  aoquired  by  B,  Max 
Mehl.  If  there  is  anything  further  I  car.  give  you  on  it,  I  will  be  glad  to. 

Incldently,  I  have  just  received  a  very  interesting  letter  from  a  collector  L 
who  once  owned  an  1804  Dollar  and  he  tells  me  of  having  been  approached 
with  an  1804  and  an  1805  Dollar.  Of  course,  the  information  that  he  gives 
me  is  rather  skimpy  and  I  would  not  want  to  swear  to  the  fact  that  those 
coins  were  genuine.  In  any  event  I  thought  I  would  pass  it  along  to  you* 
He  mentioned  several  other  names  in  the  letter  but  asks  me  for  the  moment 

to  keep  it  confidential - I  don't  kngw  that  it's  important  one  way  or  the 

other.  J® 

I  do  plan  to  make  commens  about  Eric  Newman’s  blast  at  the  1804  Dollar  I 
particularly  and  even  to  be  somewhat  faritical  of  his  remarks  concerning 
the  1905. 


would  establish  beyond  any  doubt  that  this  coin  was  authentic  but  I  must 
say  I  don’t  believe  that  Eric  has  proved  otherwise.  In  short,  I  believe  the 
situation  calls  for  a  lot  more  study  before  anything  conclusive  can  be 
arrived  at.  I'll  go  into  that  in  greater  detail  at  a  later  date. 

Prtrd ijkllv . 


MEMBER 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  Assn,  of  Professional  Numismatists, 


American  Numismatic  Ass'n.,  American  N umismaeic  Society,  etc. 


n.  Kosoff  ^AumumaUU 


P.  O.  BOX  456  •  ENCINO,  CALIFORNIA 


•  STatk  4-5005 


November  29,  1961 


Mr.  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 


Daar  Kan: 


Regarding  your  lattar  of  November  14th  in  which  you  rafar  to  my  state- 
mant  in  tha  Coin  Bullatln  that  Frad  Boyd  once  ownad  a  specimen  of  tha 
1804  Dollar,  ha  atsurad  that  if  I  say  so,  it  is  so,  and  I  did  sail  it  for 
him - so  that's  that. 


As  far  as  tha  information  which  you  saak  is  concemad,  Fred  navar  was 
100%  cartain  but  it  was  his  opinion  that  this  spaciman  cama  from  a 
Lyman,  H,  Lows.  I  know  where  it  want  to  and  *he  party’s  nama  i 
Parcy  A.  Smith,  whosa  coilaction  was  subsequently  acquired  by  B.  Max 
Mahl.  If  thara  Is  anything  furthar  I  can  glva  you  on  it,  I  will  ba  glad  to. 


Incidently,  I  hava  just  racaivad  a  vary  intarasting  lattar  from  a  collector 
who  onca  owned  an  1804  Dollar  and  ha  tails  ma  of  having  bean  approached 
with  an  1804  and  an  1805  Dollar,  Of  course,  tha  information  that  ha  givas 
ma  is  rathar  skimpy  and  I  would  not  want  to  swaar  to  tha  fact  that  thosa 
coins  wara  genuine.  In  any  event  I  thought  I  would  pass  It  along  to  you. 
Ha  mentioned  several  other  names  in  the  letter  but  asks  ma  for  tha  moment 

to  keep  it  confidential - I  don't  kn#w  that  it's  important  one  way  or  tha 

other. 


I  do  plan  to  make  commons  about  Eric  Nawman's  blast  at  tha  1S04  Dollar 
particularly  and  even  to  ba  somewhat  Critical  of  his  ran  arks  concerning 

the  1805. 


My  personal  faaling  was  that  whan  tha  news  broke  about  the  1805  Dollar, 
nothing  was  proved,  I  did  not  think  that  a  ease  had  bean  made  out  which 
would  establish  beyond  any  doubt  that  this  coin  was  authentic  but  I  must 
say  I  don't  believe  that  Eric  has  proved  otharwlse.  In  short,  I  believe  tha 
situation  calls  for  a  lot  more  study  before  anything  conclusive  can  ba 
arrived  at.  I'll  go  into  that  in  greater  detail  at  a  later  data. 


Cordially, 


MEMBER 


Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  Ats’n.  of  Professional  Numismatuui, 
American  Numismatic  Ast'i u,  American  Numumatk  Society,  etc. 
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RACINE.  WISCONSIN 


December  5,  1961 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5>  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

I  see  nothing  wrong  with  your  suggested  title  "The 
Fantastic  1804  Dollar".  I  have,  however,  already  pub¬ 
licized  the  book  somewhat  under  the  title  "The  Fantastic 
History  of  the  1804  Dollar".  Either  one  will  be  all 
right  with  me. 

I  gave  the  book  an  additional  plug  in  our  trade  paper. 

The  Coin  Supply  Merchandiser.  It  just  occurred  to  me 
that  perhaps  you  have  never  seen  this  and,  therefore,  I 
am  adding  your  name  to  our  mailing  list  and  enclosing 
several  copies  for  you.  You  may  be  surprised  and,  I 
hope,  pleased  to  find  your  picture  in  this  issue. 

I  am  also  enclosing  the  chapters  concerning  the  pedigree 
history  and  my  pedigree  listing  of  the  coins. 

Abe  Kosoff!s  letter  did  not  give  important  help.  I  have 
written  again  to  try  and  get  more  specific  details.  I 
want  to  include  Boyd  and  Percy  Smith  if  this  information 
is  correct.  He  is  so  confused  that  it  might  be  better  to 
simply  leave  out  any  reference  to  the  private  sales.  I 
can*t  wait  to  see  what  Abe  plans  to  write  about  the  1804 
and  05  dollars.  It  should  be  good! 

I  will  leave  it  up  to  you  to  decide  whether  we  should 
use  "Type  III  "or  ’’Class  III".  Whichever  it  is,  the 
entire  manuscript  should  be  uniform. 
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In  your  chapter  "The  Battle  Begins",  page  N3,  second 
paragraph,  you  could  add  "His  father-in-law"  before 
^William  Idler".  On  page  N7  you  should  show  that  Watters 
is  referred  to  as  Walters  in  the  original  article. 

I  have  made  a  discovery  which  may  be  of  use  to  you  some¬ 
where  in  the  book.  The  coin  used  to  illustrate  the 
Eckfeldt-DuBois  1842  book  is  positively  the  Stickney 
specimen  and  not  the  mint  specimen. 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  way  that  you  have  rewritten 
the  introduction  and  preface.  It  looks  fine  to  me.  Your 
latest  chapter  also  is  excellent. 

We  certainly  should  send  galley  proofs  to  Walter  and  Lynn. 
You  may  also  send  them  to  Williamson  and  Ford  if  you  wish. 
I  do  not  rely  too  much  on  John  Ford’s  word,  however,  and 
can’t  see  where  he  will  benefit  us  in  the  list. 

The  drawing  of  the  casting  machine  will  be  suitable  for 
use  in  the  book.  As  soon  as  the  manuscript  is  complete, 
we  can  have  another  meeting  if  you  wish,  to  be  sure  that 
everything  is  in  perfect  order.  I  have  no  objection  to 
visiting  you  in  St.  Louis  at  your  convenience  excepting, 
of  course,  over  the  holidays. 

I  have  photographed  Mr.  Marvin's  shooting  thaler  and  will 
return  it  to  him  with  our  thanks. 

’sever. 


Ken  Bressett 

Numismatic  Editor 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


KEB: jam 


end . 


